Surgical considerations in managing the remaining breast during postmastectomy breast reconstruction.
The age and general condition of the patient, size and shape of the remaining breast, various risk factors such as the histologic type of carcinoma, and family history are all critical in governing the definitive management of the remaining breast during postmastectomy breast reconstruction. The philosophy, timing, and method of dealing with the remaining breast must be discussed carefully with the patient. The psychological, social, and physical status of the patient must be addressed, with special emphasis in regard to her future and the degree of risk involved.